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WHITEHAL L.

The following being the laft A& of Par-
liament for the better preventing Thefts
andRobberies, and for regulating Places
of Publick Entertainment, and punith-

é

m%Pcrfons keeping diforderly Houfes,
15 here inferted for the Information of
the Publick.

An A3 for the betier preventing Thefts and
Robberies, and for regulating Places of publick

Entertainment, and punifbing Perfons #eeping
diforderly Houfes.

HEREAS the advertifing a Reward
with no Queflions afked, for the Return
of Things which have bzen loft or fto-
fen, is one great Caufe and Encou-

ragement of Thefts and Robberies ; be it enatted
by the King’s moft Excellent Majefty, by and with
the Advice and Confent of the Lords Spiritual and
Temporal, and Commons, in this prefent Parlia-
ment affembled, and by the Authority of the {ame,
That from and after the Firlt Day of June, One
thoofand feven hundred and fifty two, any Perfon
publickly advertifing a Reward with no Queftions
alked, for the Return of Things which have been
flolen or loft, or making ufe of any Words in fuch
publick Advertifement, purporting, that fuch Reward
fhall be given or paid, without feizing or making
Enquiry after the Perfon producing {uch Thing fo
flolen or loft, or promifing or offering, in any %uch
publick Advertifement, to return to any Pawnbroker,
or other Perfon, who may have bought or advanced
Money by way of Loan, upon fuch Thing {o ftolen
or loft, the Money {o paid or advanced, or any
other Sum of Money or Reward for the Return of
{uch Thing ; and any Perfon piinting or publithing
fuch Advifement, fhall refpettively forfeit the Sum
of Fifty Pounds for every fuch Offence, to any Per-
.fon who will {ue for the fame. ‘

And whereas the Multitude of Places of Entertain-
ment for the lower Sort of People, is another great
Caufe of Thefts and Robberies, as they are thereby
tempted to fpend their {mall Sybftance in riotous
Pleafures, and in Confequence are put on unfawful
Methods of fupplying their Wants, and renewing
their Pleafures : In order therefore to prevent the
faid Temptation to Thefts and Robberies, and to
corrett as far as may be the Habit of Idienefs, which
is become too general over the whole Kingdom, and
&5 productive of much Mijfchief and Inconvenience ;
- beit enafted by the Authority aforefaid, That from
- and afteg the Firft Day of December, ‘One thoufand

j Garden, or other Place, kept for publick Dancing;

Mufick, or other publick Entertainment of the
like Kind, in the Cities of London and Weft-
minfter, or within Twenty Miles thereof, without
a Licence had for that Purpofe, from the laft pre-
ceding Michaelmas Quarter Seffions of the Peace,
to be holden for the County, City, Riding, Liberty,
or Divifion, in which fuch Houfe, Room, Garden,
or other Place, is fituate, (who are hereby authorized
and impowered to grant fuch Licences, as they in
their Difcretion fhall think proper) fignified under
the Hands and Seals of Four or more of the Juftices
there aflembled, fhall be deemed a diforderly Houfe
or Place : And every fuch Licence fhall be figned
and fealed by the {aid Juftices in open Court, and
afterwards be publickly read by the Clerk of the
Peace, together with the Names of the Juftices fub-
feribing the fame ; and no fuch Licenge fhall be
granted at any adjourned Seffions ; nor fhall any Fee
or Reward be taken for any fuch Licence: And it
{hall and may be lawful to and for any Conftable,
or other Perfon being thereunto authorized, by War-
rant under the Hand and Seal of one or more of
His Majefty’s Juftices of the Peace of the County,
City, Riding, Divifion, or Liberty, where fuch
Houfe or Place fhall be fituate, to enter fuch Houfe
or Place, and to feize every Perfon who fhall be
found therein, in order that they may be dealt with
according to Law : And every Perfon keeping fuch
Houfe, Room, Garden, or other Place, without
fuch },jcence as zforefaid, fhall forfeit the Sum of
One hyndred Poypds to f{uch Perfon as will fue for
the fame ; and hg otherwife punithable as the Law
diretts in Cafes of diforderly Houfes.

Provided always, and it 1s hereby further enafted
by the Authority aforefaid, That.in order to give
publick Notice what Places are licenfed purfuant to
this A&, there fhail be affixed and kept up in {fome
notorious Place over the Door or Entrance of every
fuch Houfe; Room, Garden, or other Place, kept
for any of the faid Purpofes, and {o licerifed as afore-
{faid, an Infcription in large Capital Letters, in the
Words following ; videlicet, LICENSED PUR:«¢
SUANT TO ACT OF PARLIAMENT
OF THE TWENTY FIFTH OF KING
GEORGE THE SECOND:; and that no {uch
Houfe, Raom, Garden, or other Place, kept for any
of the faid Purpofes; although licenfed as aforefaid,
{ball be open fot any of the faid Purpofes, before
the Hour of Five in the Afternoon ; a.rE that the af-
fixing and keeping up of {uch Infcription as afore-
{faid, and the faid Limitation or Reftrition in Point
of Time, fhall be inferted in, and made Conditions
of, every fuch Licence; and in Cafe of any Breach
of either of the {aid Conditions, fuch Licence fhall
be forfeited, and fhall be revoked by the Juftices of

fdeven hundred and fifty two, any Houfe, Room,.| the Peace in their next General or Quarter Seflions
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