
yet I found I could not again close the Enemy, 
whose Van were fairly drove from their Line, 
but their Admiral was joining them by bearing 
away. By this T ime it was past Six, and the 

.Enemy's Van and ours were at too great a Dis­
tance to engage ; I perceived some of their 
Ships stretching to the Northward, and I ima­
gined they were going to form a new Line. I 
jriade the Signal for the headmost Ships to tack, 
and' those that led before with tlie Larboard 
Tacks , to lead with the Starboard, that J 
*night, by the first;, keep (if possible) the 
Wind of the Enemy ; and,, by the second, be 
between the Rear Admiral's Division and the 
Enemy, as his had suff.r'd most, as also to cover 
the Intrepid, which I-perceived to be in a very 
bad Condition, and whose Lois would give the 
Ballance against us, if they attack'd us tlie next 
Morning, as I expected. I brought too about 
Eight that Night, to join the Intrepid, and to 
refit our Ships as fast as possible, and continued 
so all Night. T h e next Morning we saw nothing 
of the Enemy, tho' we were still laying too : 
Mahon was N . N . W . about T e n or Eleven 
L-eagues. I sent Cruizers out to look for the 
Intrepid and Chesterfield, who joined me next 
Day i and having, from a State and Condition 

of the Squad/on brought me in, found that the 
Captain, Intrepid, and Defiance (which latter 
has lost her Captain) were very much damaged 
in their Musts, I thought it proper, in this Si­
tuation, to call a Council of War , before I went 
again to look for the Enemy. I desired the At­
tendance of General Stuart, Lord EfKngham, 
and Lord Robert Beitie, ar.d Colonel Cornwallis," 
that I might collect tht-ir Opinions upon the 
present Situation, .at which Council not the least 
Contention or Doubt arose. I do not send their 
Lordships the Particulars of our Lofles and Da­
mage by this, as it would take me much T ime , 
and that I jam id l ing none fhouid be lost in 
letting them know, an Event of such Conse­
quence. • I dispatch this to Sir Benjamin Keene, 
by Way of Barcelona, and am making the best 
of my Way to Gibraltar, from which Place I 
propose sending their Lordships a more particular 
Account. 

P . S. I must desire, you* win5 acquaint their 
Lordships, that I have appointed Captain Her-
vey to the Command of the Defiance, in the 
room of Captain Andrews, stain in the Action. 

I have just sent the Defects of the Ships, as 3 
have got it made out whilst I was closing my 
Letter. 

STATE os the English and French Fleets in the late ABion in the 
Mediterranean, with the Number of Persons killed and wounded in 
each Ship. 
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