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Palermo, Feb. 18, . |
E have Leuers froth Mefsina of the i3
* jnftant; which give us an account of |
the Duke de Viuehne's arrival chere
- with the Ships under his Command; .
having forced his paffage ‘through the
Spanifh Fleet, the Generals of which, ‘uion advige of
_ his approach, caufed the whole Fleet, which lay alia-
Jong the coaft of Citlabriss to weigh Ankor, and with
® gentle Southerly wind, failed towards the French,
with whom they came up about a League from the Fare’s
Mouth,they had a very fharp difpute , whick lafted
feverai hours 5 but the Chevalier deVatbelle puiting
himielf, upon che firft news, under fail, with his Squa-
dron of 6 Men of War, and s Firefhips from At [sina, |
fell upon the back of the Spaniards, who being very
much torn and fhattered in their Rigging. were forced
2o retirc towards Naples, leaving to the French, afree
itrance into Mefiina, who after their Conjundtion
with Monfieur de Palbelles had 16 or 17 flout Men of
War, befide: Firefhipsand Vicualers 3 the latter have
fupplyed the Mefsincfes with great quantisies of Pro-
vifions, of which they were before in fo great want, !
thae they had been forced to feed on Horfes, Mules,
Carts and Deys, and which is more, upon Hides, even |
after they had laid a confiderable time in the Tan °
Far, which were accommodated and diftributed to the
poorer fort gratis, at anounce and halfe a Head per day, J
That the g inflant the Gunner of the Caftle, called |
Caftels3zo , being corrupted by the Spaniards, gave |
entrance to 30 into the Caflle , and 1000 more were
tome hard by to fecure the defigne, but the French ha-
ving got knowledge of it, prevented the execution,
and caufed the Gunner to be hanged, which hath oc-
cafioned the yemoval of the. Mefsinefes out of all the
Caftlesand Foris of the City, and the Garrifoning
them wholly with French, On the other hand the
Spaniards tellus, that they are preparing withagrear
Army to befiege the place, and that in 2 month or 6
wecks, they fhill bein a pofiure to fer down before
it
- Masfciiles, March § Here isarrived a Vefel from
Mefsina, and among other Letters, we receive one
from an Officer on board the French Fleet, dated the
13 of Feb. he Cortents of whichfollows 5 The 1x in.
flane being within fight of the Fare, we difcovered 20
Spanith men of War, and 16 Gallies, making towards
us with afair wind, with thoughts of utterly deftroy-
ing s bur Monficur de Fivonde foon ranged his
fmall Fleet in order, dividing itinto three Squadrons,
eich compofed of three Men of War : The Spanifh Ad- |
miral fell upon us with grearfury, not doubting but to
put nsinto confulion, which he found wasnot in his °
ower to do; all our Ships behaving themiclves very |
Erafiely; the Fight began about § inthe morning, and ]
continued till almofl an hour after Sun fetr 3 at Noon
the Chevalier de Valbelle came in with § Men of War
to our afliftance, from Mefsina, and about 3 aclock we
got the weather-gage of the Spaniards, who after that

- fieur de Vivonne being informed,

gave ground, anid retired towards Naples 3 we purfued -
them fighting -l the nighs feparared us s and Mon-
thae the Mcf. a.fes
hadbeen already feveral days without Bread, f’lcft {)ﬂ'
the purfuit, and made hafle to relieve them. Our ar-

rival atMefsina could not be bue egrream welcome to,

the People, who hadbeen reduced to feed upon Mules

Elefh and-Hides, and even that was become fo fearee,

thag only two Qunces was allowed 2 man aday. The
nuinber of our fhin is not confiderable, Monfienr de
Vivonne received three bruifes, chough withoye any
danger ; and we have takén one of the Enemies'Ship's
mounted with' 24 Guns, of which our General has
made Monfieur Palle, Captain. <
Rasishonne , Febriuagy18, The Swedith Minifler
who refides here on account of the Countreys
which that Crown poffefles.in the Empire, hath pre-
fented a Lereer to the Dyet from the King his Mafter,
containing the reafons that have moved his Ma jefly'to at
againft the EleGor of Brandenbirg as he has done, aiid
a requeft of his Majefly; thacehey will believe, Hison-=
ly aim in’ it, is to procure’ the quiet of the Empire,
and mainwain the Peaceof Wefiphaliz: The Count de
Solme i< arrived herc, and to motrow he will before
the Dier. wwke the O:th of Fidelity, as General of
Bartalia of che Army of the Empue. The BleG
or Palarine by his Muiiter here, prefes that fpeea
dy care may be caken to fecure his Tervicories againft
the invafions of the French, to which hev arefo ¢ cate °
ly expofed, and will be more, wheu Monfietr de T4~
renne takes the Field again, : ’
Strasburg, March 2, The French we hear are sbous
quitting Dachffern, and Haburg, after having demolifh-
ed cliem. Monfieur de Turentie is now very fuddainly
expedted again inthefe parts inorder to the beginning
the Campagne, which it is not doubted but he will do
much fooner then the Confederates § feveral thoufand
Men, are, itsfaid, on their march from the Franche
Comte, towards Befort, being’ defigned so reinforce
Monfieur de Turenne’s Ariy.- -Olir Letters arrived
zeﬂerday from Bafel, fpeak asif that Canton had ta-
en it ill, that the- Marquis de Pangrup had lodged
fome Troops wichin its Territory, and demanded Con.
;r{i*butions 2 becaufe they bad been paid the Imperia-
ifts. o
Hattoner. March 3. Our Duke is gone from hence
to Zell. where will be héld a Conference berweén the
three Brothers, the Dukes of Lunenburg Zell, Hanoy-
er, and Ognabrug, ar which will aflift, the Imperial
and Dutch Minifters.’ It is fiid, that towards the laca
ter end of this month the Duke of Ze#! will rerurn to
his Army, which isquartered in Syapis, N
_ Hamburg, March 5. The Swedes continue il vhejx
Quarters in the Hinder Pomeren, and fome of their
Troops are drawn fo near to the frontiers of Poland
and Silefia, thactheyare only two miles from them.
Paflengers come trom thofe parss affure us,’ thac they
live with the greateft Order aod Difcipline poffible, and
that che ‘Countrey people yeccive notin the leaft any
ill Treacmenic of them, ~
Coligne .



