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Admiralty Office, March 3. 

O M M O D O R E Keppel is returned 
from the Coast of Africa to Spithead, 
with His Majesty's Ships 
Torbay of 74 Guns. 
Nassau — 64 
Fougueux — 64 
Dunkirk — 60 

having parted with the Prince Edward at Sea. 

Admiralty Office, March13. 
Extract of a Letter from Captain Samuel Hood, 

of His Majestfs Ship tbe Festal, of-p. Guns 
and 220 Men, to Mr. Clevland, Secretary of 
tbe Admiralty, dated at Spithead the id of 
March, 1759. 

I beg you will be pleased to acquaint my Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty, that being 

stationed at Day-light four or five Miles a-head 
of Admiral Holmes, to look out, on the 21st 
past, about Seven o'Clock in the Morning, 200 
Leagues South West from the Lizard, I saw a 
Sail bearing S. S. E. directly to Windward, and 
gave Chace. At Eleven I discovered the Chace 
to be an Enemy, of which I made the Signal 
to the Admiral, as I did immediately after, 
Tha t of being able to speak with her : At Ten 
Minutes pastTwo, I begun to engage the Bello-
na Frigate, commanded by the Count of Beau-
honoir, of 32 Guns, within half Musket Shot, 
and continued a close Action till near Six, when 
flie struck, having only her Foiemast standing, 
without Yard or Topmast, which soon after 
went away, being much wounded. The Trent 
chased at the same Time I did, and then was 
not more than four Miles to Leeward ; and when 
I began to engage, she was out ofSight from our 
T o p Gallant Mast's Head, tho' she chased the 
whole Time, and the Weather very clear, and 
was full four Miles from me when the Enemy 
struck ; the Loss of whom I cannot exactly 
ascertain, the Accounts of the Prisoners differ 
so widely ; and I can get no proper Roll of Equi
page,- but it was very great, as the Vestal's Lieu
tenant found more than 30 dead upon the 
Decks when he took Possession ; and they 
themselves own, to have thrown overboard 10 or 
12, which, with those now living, being 180, 
make the Number that were on Board, at the 
Beginning of the Action, upwards of 220, as I 
have carefully informed myself from the Cap
tain, and other of the Officers. On the Part of 
His Majesty, were Five killed, and Twenty-two 
wounded. As scon as I brought to, after the 
Enemy struck, all the T o p Masts fell over the 
Side, being much shot, and having no Rigging to 
support them : The lower Masts would likewise 
have gone, had not the Weather been very fine 
indeed ; and with all the Fishing I could give 
the Mainmast, it would not bear other than a 
Jury Yard, which I was likewise under a Ne
cessity of rigging upon the Foremast. In this , 
Situation cf His Majesty's Ship, and her Prize, \ 
I thought myself obliged to bear up for England, ' 
especially as the Wind shifted in the Ac- j 

tion to the S.W. ; which I hope their Lordship? 
will approve. Not being able to put a Boat in 
the Water , but by launching her over the Side, 
by which a Cutter was funk and lost ; I desired 
Captain Lindsay to stay by me, and exchange a 
Part of the Prisoners, which he did ; but having 
made Room for them on board the Vestal, by 
Noon next Day Capt. Lindsay took his Leave, 
in order to rejoin the Admiral. The Bellona 
sailed from Martinique the 16th of January in 
some Hurry, accompanied with another Frigate 
of the same Force, and the Florissant, occasioned 
by His Majesty's Squadron, under the Command 
of Commodore Moore, being off the Island. 
T h e Commodoie did not appear till that Morn
ing, and had all the Troops landed by the Even
ing near Point Negroe: The three French 
Ships were chased by some of Mr . Moore's Squa
dron. T h e Bellona got clear by Superiority of 
sailing ; but does not know how it faied 
her Companions, having never seen 
them since. 

with 
either of 

Admiralty Office, March 1. 
Captain Colby, of His Majesty's Ship the 

Thames, gives an Account, in his Letter of the 
14th of February, of his having, in Company 
with the Coventry, taken La Mouche, a French 
Privateer of Havre de Grace, of 8 Six Poun
ders, and Eighty Men, which Ship is ar.ived at 
Kinfale, with the Coventry. 

Admiralty-Office, March 2, 1759. 
DUrsuant to an Act of Parliament palled in 

the Twenty-sixth Year of His Majesty's 
Reign, this is to give Notice to the Concerned, 
that Information hath been sent to this Office, 
That , on the Fourth Day of January last, the 
Ship Juffrow Elzsbeth Rachael, Benjamin 
Wolfram, Master, of the Burden of 300 Ton?, 
bound from Dantzick to Waterford, :md laden 
with Timber, Clapboards, Staves, and Lath 
Wood, was drove ashore at Wadham in Big-
bury Bay in the County of Devon, where the 
Ship was intirely lost, but the greatest Part of 
the Cargo saved. 

J. ChvlcVtld. 

Letter dated 'February 10, 1759, 
and f.gned A Briton, has been 

received. 

Whitehall, Feb. 2 3 , 1759. 

of Essex. Hertford, Cambridge, ami Suff,.'A ; to tbg 
Zriat Injury of the rrfpe<3><ve Inhabitants of those 
C-.-uities; and that, by the Care and Vigilance of f-
ver al Gentlemen in the Commffi-jn of the Peace fur the 
County ofEffx, aforesaid, AG<».g of the said Robbtts 
has been diicovered ; Seven of wbovi, ieittg already ta
ken, are committed to Lbelmsford Gcal ; and, upm 
Instmmions, 'which have ht&n <ri<v?n di!hf.nt Seurch 
is making after the Qthtrs ; His Ma iff-:, for the ret ter 


